[Surgery of cardiac hydatid cysts. Experience of 39 years].
In some countries, Hydatidosis is a common public health problem but cardiac hydatid cysts are rarely observed. The evaluations of operative results and follow up of cardiac hydatid cases. Twenty-five consecutive unselected patients suffering from cardiac hydatidosis and operated on between 1967 and 2006 in Siyami Ersek Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery Center were retrospectively analyzed. In 10 of these patients the hydatid cyst was intracardiac, while in 13 patients cysts were extracavitary but located into the pericardium. In 2 patients the hydatid cyst was both intra and extracavitary. Mean age of the patients was 31+/-9.2. The female/male ratio was 17/8. The 12 patients with intracavitary and 2 patients wit extracavitary hydatid cysts were operated on with the aid of extracorporeal circulation. One patient died postoperatively. In one patient recurrence of the hydatidosis was observed. The majority of cases in previous publications were located in the left side of the heart. In our series, most were located in the right heart. In such cases clamping the pulmonary artery is mandatory to prevent pulmonary migration. Careful resection is important for prevention of recurrence.